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I am KOSAKA Zentaro, Deputy Director-General of the Forestry Agency.

Today, I would like to offer my welcome greetings to the International Symposium 2023, “Innovations
to enhance the resilience of tropical forests and sustainability of the forest industry,” which is being
hosted by the Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS).

First of all, I would like to express my respect and gratitude to all of you in attendance today
for your continued efforts and cooperation in research, technological development, and technical
cooperation that contribute to sustainable forest management in various regions, particularly in
tropical forests.

I am aware that JIRCAS is engaged in experimental research to improve technologies related to
agriculture, forestry, and fisheries in tropical and subtropical regions, and is working on technological
development in the fields of climate change countermeasures, resource recycling, and environmental
conservation. I am greatly pleased to hear that JIRCAS holds a symposium on forest and forestry
fields for the first time today.

Forests are becoming increasingly important as carbon absorption and storage sources, and as
habitats for living organisms in the face of urgent international challenges such as climate change
and biodiversity conservation. Essentially, forest resources are inherently renewable and can be used
sustainably if they are handled in a planned manner. However, excessive use and other factors have
led to a situation where forests are being reduced and degraded, particularly in tropical forests. For
this reason, measures to combat the decline and degradation of tropical forests have been discussed
at the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) and other fora, and many countries and organizations are taking measures in
developing countries, including providing support to improve the livelihoods of local people.

The theme of today's symposium, “Innovations to enhance the resilience of tropical forests and
sustainability of the forest industry,” is timely and will hopefully be of interest to many stakeholders.

In the past, Japan experienced large-scale mountain disasters and flood damage as a result of
excessive logging, which led to the national greening campaign, and the country now has some of the
world's largest planted forest resources up to 10 million hectares. As these planted forest resources
are now reaching the end of their useful life, we are working on the recycling of forest resources
as “harvesting, using, planting and tendering” with the aim of realizing ‘green growth' that will
contribute to carbon neutrality by 2050.
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Using this knowledge, Japan is now engaged in overseas technical cooperation in the forest and

forestry sectors, particularly in tropical regions, and in REDD+ activities under the Joint Crediting
Mechanism (JCM).

In addition, Japan enacted the Act on the Promotion of Use and Distribution of Legally-harvested
Wood and Wood Products (commonly known as the Clean Wood Act) in 2019, and this year, the law
was amended to make it mandatory to confirm legality and to further strengthen efforts to promote
the use of legally harvested wood.

At today's symposium, Professor KITAJIMA Kaoru of Kyoto University and Dr. Sonya Dewi,
Director of Asia Programme, CIFOR-ICRAF, will deliver the keynote speeches, followed by sessions.
In addition to researchers from JIRCAS, the Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute (FFPRI),
and the Institute for Global Environment Strategies (IGES), researchers from the Forest Research
Institute Malaysia (FRIM) and the University of Gadjah Mada, Indonesia, will present their research
results on tropical forest conservation and participate in the panel discussion.

I would like to once again express my respect to your daily efforts in research, and I hope that the
results of this symposium will lead to activities for the conservation and sustainable use of tropical
forests.

In closing, I would like to wish you all the best for today's International Symposium and for the
success of all the participants.
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