
G
ood afternoon, everyone. I w

ould like to express m
y sincere gratitude to SA

K
A

ID
A

 Teruya, D
irector-

G
eneral of the A

griculture, Forestry and Fisheries R
esearch C

ouncil Secretariat, M
inistry of A

griculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (M

A
FF), the tw

o distinguished keynote speakers, D
r. Sarada K

rishnan of C
rop Trust 

and D
r. H

A
SEG

AW
A

 Toshihiro of the N
ational A

griculture and Food R
esearch O

rganization (N
A

R
O

), as 
w

ell as the speakers for the tw
o sessions, for their cooperation in the JIR

C
A

S International Sym
posium

 
2024. I w

ould also like to thank all of the participants w
ho have joined us, both in person and online, for 

taking the tim
e out of your busy schedules.

In July 2023, U
N

 Secretary-G
eneral said that w

e are now
 entering the era of global boiling. A

nd recently, 
the m

edia has reported that 2024 could alm
ost certainly be the hottest year on record, and the first year that 

average tem
peratures rise to 1.5 °C

 above the pre-industrial period.

Indeed, w
e have w

itnessed extrem
e w

eather events such as droughts and heavy rains affecting agricultural 
productivity. C

ountries in the G
lobal South are facing protracted food security crises due to clim

ate change. 
A

lso, as w
e recall, in Japan, the quality of rice declined last year due to heat stress.

A
m

id concerns that clim
ate change w

ill adversely affect crop productivity and grain quality, the need 
to develop crops that are resilient to the negative im

pacts of clim
ate change is greater than ever to 

m
aintain global food and nutrition security. To this end, it is essential to conserve the diversity of crop 

genetic resources w
ith resilient traits, such as those exhibiting stress tolerance to droughts, floods, poor 

environm
ents, pests, and diseases, as w

ell as traits that enable efficient use of w
ater and external inputs.

JIR
C

A
S has been w

orking diligently to develop the technologies necessary to produce resilient crops, and 
to strengthen cooperation in the sharing of inform

ation on genetic resources and technologies to prom
ote 

the sustainable production of tropical crops. In addition, this sym
posium

 brings together experts on various 
genetic resources to consider the diversity and potential of genetic resources, as w

ell as the opportunities 
and challenges for institutional developm

ent to utilize diversity, in order to build resilient and nutritious 
food system

s in the era of global boiling.

I sincerely hope that this International Sym
posium

 w
ill serve as a platform

 for useful inform
ation exchange 

and lively discussions. Thank you very m
uch.
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農
林
水
産
省
技
術
会
議
事
務
局
堺
田
輝
也
局
長
、
基
調
講
演
者
で
あ
る

C
rop Trustサ

ラ
ダ
ク
リ
シ
ュ
ナ
ン
博
士
・

農
研
機
構
長
谷
川
利
拡
様
、
ま
た
、セ
ッ
シ
ョ
ン
に
ご
登
壇
い
た
だ
く
講
演
者
の
皆
様
、本
日
は

JIR
C

A
S
国
際
シ
ン

ポ
ジ
ウ
ム

2024
へ
の
ご
協
力
を
賜
り
、
厚
く
御
礼
を
申
し
上
げ
ま
す
。
そ
し
て
会
場
ま
た
は
オ
ン
ラ
イ
ン
で
ご
出

席
の
皆
様
、
貴
重
な
お
時
間
を
割
い
て
本
日
の
シ
ン
ポ
ジ
ウ
ム
に
ご
参
加
く
だ
さ
り
、
心
よ
り
御
礼
申
し
上
げ
ま
す
。
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